The Keys to Writing a Perfect AP US GoPo FRQ

Before You Write:


1. Before writing anything, read the question repeatedly for 3-5 minutes. 


2. Circle the Task Verbs. 


3. Put a box around number words.


4. List the number of tasks to the left of each question.





While You Write:


1. Answer the FRQ using bullet points.


2. RESTATE the wording of the question at the beginning of each task.





Defining the Task Verbs:


* List/Identify: Write a sentence that SIMPLY answers the question. 





* Define: Write a sentence that provides the meaning of the word or concept. An example will be helpful in order to prove yourself.





* Describe: Provide the meaning of the concept PLUS statements that list true characteristics of the concept. An example will be helpful in order to prove yourself.





* Explain: Provide sentences that describe a set of facts and clarify the CAUSES & EFFECTS of those facts. You should use an “If…therefore…” statement to show cause/effect.  An example will be helpful to prove yourself.





* Compare: Make specific links between two or more concepts. List and describe the similarities AND differences between the concepts under consideration. Your comparisons need to be clear, not implied.














